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GGOD EATS: Gary Cha, who owns this Yes! Organlc Market at 658 Pennsylvania Ave. NE énd three others

in D.C., is opening a new one at 4100 Georgia Ave. NW.

RETAIL

Entréprenéur to open his -

5th organic grocery store

By Erln l(llllan
Staff Reporter

" 'Gary Cha plans to open his fifth Yes! Or-
ganic Market grocery store.

Cha has signed a letter of intent to buy an
11,000-square-foot, ground-floor space in
Neighborhood Development Cos 72-unit
affordable-housing apartment building at
4100 Georgia Ave. NW. -

“We have floor plans all drawn up,” Cha
says. “They’ve already been submitted and a
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timate Washinglon Insider.

bunch of the work has been done. It’s not a
done deal, but 1 hope it’s gomg to be a done
deal soon.”

Yes! Organic Market w111 be at the inter-
section of Georgia and Taylor avenues, north
of Columbia Heights in an area with few gro-
cery stores.

There’s a Safeway three blocks south and
another organic grocery store, called Ever-'
lasting Life, 14 blocks south, -

“When we started initial discussions with
Yes! and various community organizations,
the response was truly overwhelming,” says

" Juan Powell, co-CEO of Neighborhood De-

velopment Co.

The store won’t open for at least two
years, depending on permits and construc-
tion. The Neighborhood Development Co.
plans to break ground this sumimer on the
apartment building. It’s slated to open in the
fall of 2008. .

Cha, who owns four other Yes! Organic
Market stores in D.C. neighberhoods, is
cautjous about giving out financial informa-
tion on the business he bought in 1988.

“This world is not a perfect world, and
there’s a lot of jealous people,” he says, refer-
ring to the p0551b|l1ty of people going after
his money.

. It’s not cheap to build a grocery store.

According to most recent numbers re-
leased by the Food Marketing Institute, the
typical food retailer in the U.S. invested
$6.5 million to build a store, or $146.70 per
square foot, in 2005.

That’s up from $5.5 million and $124.86
per square foot the previous year.

Cha opened his most recent store in No-

' vember in 8,000 square feet that was for-

merly a Safeway store on 12th Street NW in
Brookland.
He says he’s been overwhelmed with the

N commumty response.

“It’s nice to be wanted rather tha.n bemg

| pushed out or having protesters demon-

strate,” Cha says, although he adds that his
stores have never been picketed.

With' a large stable of customers who
want Yes! Organic in their neighborhoods
— including Cleveland Park, Adams Mor-
gan and Capitol Hill — Cha has been able
to build a strong business, especially in the
dense areas with lots of housing.

‘When plans are finally realized for Yes!
Organic Market, Cha might have more resi-
dents to sell to on Georgia Avenue.

A 156-unit condominium project, called
Park Place, is under construction on top of
the Georgia Avenue/Petworth Metro sta-
tion. In addition, 322 apartments going up
in Howard Town Center.

‘The Neighborhood Development Co. also
plans a 100-unit condominium on the south
side of Georgia Avenue and Lamont Street,

| across from the 38-unit Lamont Street Lofts,

where the company owns a parcel.

Powell says the newest project is in the
development phase.

“We're incredibly bullish on the Georgia
Avenue corridor,” Powell says. “We'd like
the opportunity to really both improve the
quality of the neighborhood and bring more
quality retail to the corridor.”
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